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What is CCDF? 

• Child Care and Development Fund 
• Federal funding for child care subsidies for 

lower-income families 
• 1.7 million children had CCDF-subsidized child 

care in the average month of FY 2009 
 
• Federal legislation provides the framework 
• Each state / territory establishes specific policies 



The CCDF Policies Database Project 
• Detailed information on CCDF policies 

 
• Information on all 50 states, D.C., territories and 

outlying areas 
 

• Captures changes across time 
 
• Captures key within-state variation 

 
• Data collected mainly from states’ policy manuals 

 
• Very similar process to the Welfare Rules Database 

(WRD), an ACF-funded database of TANF policies 
 
 
 



CCDF Policies Database Process 

Collect 
Materials 
 

• State policy 
manuals 
 

• Manual 
updates 
issued by 
states 
 

• Biennial 
CCDF Plans 
and 
amendments 
to Plans 

Code 
Materials 
 

• Policy 
manuals 
 

• Policy 
updates 
 

• Select CCDF 
Plan 
information 

Prepare 
Tables 
 

• Selected 
policies 
from the 
database 
 

• Policies in 
effect on 
October 1st 
of  each 
year 

Verify 
Data 
 

• Provide 
draft 
tables to 
states 
 

• Work 
with state 
staff  to 
verify 
data 

Release 
Data 
 

• Yearly 
Book of 
Tables 
 

• Data files 



Information in the Database 

• Eligibility requirements 
 
 

• Application and reporting information 
 
 

• Priority and waiting list policies 
 
 

• Copayments 
 
 

• Reimbursement rates and provider policies 



Uses of the Database 

• Descriptive analysis, using the Database 
information alone 
 

• Analysis combining the Database information 
with other datasets or tools 
 
 



Descriptive Uses 

• One state at one point in time 
 

• Changes across time 
 

• Cross-state comparisons 
Examples…. 

 



Age Requirement for Children with Special Needs 
October 1, 2009 

Maximum Age for Child 
with Special Needs 

12 

14 

15 

17 

18 

20 

HI 

AK 

TX 

CA 

MT 

AZ 

ID 

NV 

NM 

CO 

OR 

UT IL 

WY 

KS 

IA 
NE 

SD 

MN 

ND 

OK 

WI 

FL 

MO 

WA 

GA AL 

MI 

AR 

IN 

PA 

LA 

NY* 

NC 

MS 

TN 

VA 
KY 

OH 

SC 

ME 

WV 

VT NH 

MD 

NJ 

MA 
CT 

DE 

RI 

CNMI 
GU 

AS 

VI   

PR 

DC 

For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
*Policies coded for New York City. 



Eligible Activities: Job Search 
October 1, 2009 

If Job Search is an Eligible Activity: 
Not eligible 

Yes, only for continuing eligibility 

Yes, for initial and continuing eligibility 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
*Policies coded for New York City. 



If Different Types of Income are Counted 
October 1, 2009 

For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
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Deduction for Child Support Paid 
October 1, 2009 

Amount of Child Support Paid 
Outside of Household that is Deducted 

None 

All 

Information not available 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 



Initial Eligibility Thresholds for a Three Person Family 
October 1, 2009 

  

Monthly Eligibility Threshold 

$1499 > $2000 

$2000 > $2500 

$2500 > $3500 

$3500 - $3927 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
*Policies coded for Denver, Colorado. 
**Policies coded for the Gulf Coast Region. 
***Policies coded for Group III areas. 
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Continuing Eligibility Thresholds 
October 1, 2009 

If Thresholds Vary for Initial 
and Continuing Eligibility 

No 

Yes 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
*Policies coded for Denver, Colorado. 
**Policies coded for the Gulf Coast Region. 
***Policies coded for Group III areas. 



Redetermination Period 
October 1, 2009 

Redetermination Period 
Eligibility periods vary from 1 to 6 months, 
depending on the stability of income level. 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 



If Families Are Exempt from Copayments 
October 1, 2009 
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Copayments for a Three Person Family with 
$15,000 in Annual Earnings 

October 1, 2009 

Monthly Copayment for 
Three Person Family 
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Greater than $200 

Information Not Available 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
*Copayments coded at the local level. 
**Copayments based on local level reimbursement rates. 



Center Maximum Reimbursement Rates for Toddlers 
October 1, 2009 

Monthly Reimbursement Rates: 
Center, Toddler 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
*Rates coded at the local level. 



States with Tiered Reimbursement 
October 1, 2009 

If State Has Tiered Rates 
for Center Care 

State only uses base rate 

State has tiered/accredited rates 

Information not available 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
*Policy based on local level reimbursement rates. 



Using the Database with Other Data 

• Combined with survey data 
▫ Explanatory variables for statistical analyses 
▫ More complete information for microsimulation 

estimates of CCDF eligibility levels 
• Combined with CCDF administrative data 
▫ Relationship between policies and characteristics 

of subsidized families 
• Prototypical families analysis – Net Income 

Change Calculator (nicc.urban.org) 
 



Two Ways to Access the Data 

1.  Book of Tables 
 
 
2.  Detailed Data Files 



Book of Tables 

• Selected policies from the CCDF Policies Database 
 
 

• Policies in effect on October 1 of each year 
 
 

• First Book of Tables shows policies in effect on October 1, 
2009 



Examples from the 2009 Book of Tables 



Examples from the 2009 Book of Tables 



Book of Tables Available from OPRE 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/cc/ccdf_policies 



Detailed Data Files 

• Full Database detail (beyond detail provided in Book 
of Tables) 

 
• Files capture policy changes over time, including 

date when policies changed 
 

• Files capture key variations within states 
 
• Available as Excel, SAS, Stata, and SPSS files 



Detailed Data Files Available from 
Research Connections 
www.researchconnections.org 







Coming Soon… 

• Late summer 2012: 
Book of Tables with policies as of October 2011 
and October 2010 

 
• Autumn 2012: 
Full database detail through October 2011 
available on Research Connections website 



Contact Us 

Linda Giannarelli, project director lgiannar@urban.org 
The Urban Institute 

 
Sarah Minton, project manager  sminton@urban.org 
The Urban Institute 

 
Christin Durham, project manager cdurham@urban.org 
The Urban Institute 

 
Kathleen Dwyer, project officer  kathleen.dwyer@acf.hhs.gov 
HHS/ACF/OPRE 



Additional Cross-State Comparisons 

 



Age Requirements for Most Children 
October 1, 2009 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
*Policies coded for New York City. 



Eligible Activities: Education and Training 
October 1, 2009 

For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database. 
*Policies coded for New York City. 
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If Various Family Members’ Earnings are Counted 
October 1, 2009 
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Verification Requirements 
October 1, 2009 
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Priority Policies 
October 1, 2009 
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If a Waiting List is Used When Funds are Not Available to 
Serve All Families 

October 1, 2009 

If the State Uses a Waiting List 
When Funds are Not Available To 
Serve All Families 
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For full details, see the CCDF Policies Database.  A state may appear on this list as 
having waiting list policies, even if no family is currently on the waiting list. 
*Policies coded for New York City. 
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